Charles Samuel Neff (1870-1940), his family, and the Neff family of
river captains and Wisconsin settlers

Successive generations of the Neff family of Captains and ship masters. Top to bottom and left to right are Orrin

Neff, Captain Edwin Marion Neff, Captain Samuel Neff, Captain William Wilberforce Neff, Kate Coad (Neff), Charles
Samuel Neff (our featured person), Harold Henry Neff, Marcelia Coad Neff (Fisher), and Charles Samuel Neff Jr.

by Frederick W. Klein (1948-), Neff family first cousin,
April 2021
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Orrin Neff (1798-1882) and his sons and their family tree

Captain Samuel Neff (1842-1904) and his son Charles Samuel Neff (1870-1940) were close
neighbors of Henry Coad (1842-1904) and Elizabeth Jane Thompson (Coad, 1840-1922) in
Milwaukee circa 1900. In fact, Charles S. Neff married Henry’s daughter Mary Kate Coad (Neff,
1877-1945) cementing the relationship between the families. Charles and Kate had three children
but no grandchildren, and that branch of the Neff line stopped with them. But because the Neffs and
Coads socialized, they appear in photographs together, and their children shared a family history. A
little should be said about the Neff family in the Coad family history. Also, Marcelia Coad Neff (1902-
2003) was the last Neff in this line and was a historian of the Neffs, Coads and Thompsons.

The Neffs were a family of farmers that came from Otsego County, New York and settled Wisconsin
farmland near Oshkosh. Neff history is beyond the scope of this report, but a few words and a tree
diagram of part of the family relating to the Coads is useful as background to some Neff
photographs. One of the definitive works on this branch of the Neff family is By Paddle-Wheel, Sail
and Steam: Abel Neff and His Nephews Captains Ed, Will and Sam 1850-1969 by Marcelia Coad Neff
(Fisher), daughter of Charles S. and Kate Neff. A few sentences quoted from the book (in italics) will
introduce the Neffs as they relate to the Coads. Another good Neff reference is an all-text is
genealogy is The Descendants of William Neff who married Mary Corliss January 23, 1665 Haverhill
Massachusetts, compiled by Dorothy Neff Curry, undated manuscript. We will start the family tree
with Orrin Neff (1798-1882) as the father of three boat captains and the family members that mixed
with the Coads.

“In the spring of 1837 Abel Neff (1802-1888), aged thirty-four, became the first of his family to enter Wisconsin from
Burlington Green, Otsego County, New York. News of “limitless” forests and government farm land for sale in Wisconsin had
been humming along among Burlington farm families like the moving winds... Samuel Neff [1814-1878] and his wife Mary
Ann [1830-] followed Abel’s route to Spring Prairie [Wisconsin], arriving there soon after the Wisconsin Territorial census
was taken in 1840... One year after Wisconsin’s 1850 federal census listed Abel, age 47, his wife and family, and his nephew
Edwin [1829-1903], age 21, Orrin Neff [1798-1882] joined his younger brothers, Abel and Samuel in Wisconsin...

“Six years later, on May 10, 1857, Benjamin Ellenwood [1813-1896], his wife Parmella and their children arrived at
Oshkosh from Peru, Clinton County, New York. Their farmland included today’s Ellenwood Cemetery. Eventually, two of the
Orrin’s sons would marry two of Benjamin’s daughters.

“A tangle of relationships resulted when the families came together in Oshkosh. Brothers abounded in four Neff families.
Eight of these brothers owned and operated freight boats on lake Winnebago, the Fox and Wolf Rivers and connecting
lakes, the Wisconsin and Mississippi rivers, and later the Great Lakes. Five others, a son, two nephews, a son-in-law and
another relative by marriage, were associates. Two additional Neff families continued their former occupation as farmers...

Captain Sidney Orrin Neff (1863-1907), his brother Charles S. Neff (1870-1940) and their father,
Capt. Samuel Neff (1842-1904) formed the company Samuel Neff & Sons, General Freighters on the
Great Lakes, in 1892. Captain Samuel Neff had been primarily hauling lumber on the Fox River east
and west of Lake Winnebago, and connecting to Green Bay on lake Michigan. Sam worked and was
raising his family from a home in Oshkosh on Lake Winnebago. But as his boats grew larger and
more able to navigate to ports on the Great lakes, Sam built a house and moved to Milwaukee in
1888. His son Charles S. Neff was 18. During the late 1890s Neff & Sons continued with Sam and
Sidney as captains and Charles as “desk man”. In 1901, the Neff’s first steel steamer, the 200 foot
Charles S. Neff, was built by the Jenks Shipbuilding Company in Port Huron Michigan. The sleek
freighter was christened on July 2.

Following Sam's death in 1904, the brothers carried on a joint business until 1905 when they
formed separate companies. In 1904 the brothers operated the ships Lucy Neff, the Adella Shores,



and the Charles S. Neff. Cargoes included ore, coal, salt, and lumber. After the captains in the family
were gone, the business was managing and brokering the buying and selling of boats. Charles S. Neff
Sr., his wife and sons moved from Milwaukee to Cleveland in 1929 when he was 59 to be closer to
sources for their ship brokerage business. Ships sat idle during the depression of the 30s, and
Harold worked as an accountant and Charles Jr. as a machinist. Charles S. Neff Sr. died of a heart
attack while reading a newspaper in his Cleveland home. The shipping changed greatly with most
business going to large ships, trains and trucks. Charles’ two sons carried on in a shipping business.

Captain Edwin Marion
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Neff (Ed)
#Birth 7 April 1829
Oshkosh museum Edwin D. Neff
Burlington Green, Clinton, New "
— York, USA #Birth X X ngember 1868
Oshkosh, Winnebago, Wisconsin, USA
+Death 13 March 1903

Oshkosh, Winnebago,
Wisconsin, USA

Grandson

Catherine Melissa Neff
(Hatch, Kate)

« Birth
Oshkosh, Winnebago,

son

Catherine A. Tuttle (Neff)

4

April 1862

|

Mary E. Neff (Ware)

#Birth 1834
Wisconsin, USA
family tree
Ontario, Canada +Death 18 July 1931
+Death 1874 Suffolk, Massachusetts, USA

Oshkosh, Winnebago, Wisconsin, USA oranddaughter

Clarence L. Neff

«Birth 7 April 1833

s ' " «Birth 17 October 1867
V"’k‘"g‘s": Cresnlcinonibey Oshkosh, Winnebago, Wisconsin, USA
ork, —
— +Death 13 September 1956
+Death 7 May 1868

Oshkosh, Winnebago, Wisconsin, USA
Oshkosh, Winnebago,

Wisconsin, USA Grandson

Daughter

Nathaniel Ware Jr.

#Birth 5May 1827 |8
Massachusetts, USA
©Marriage 13 September

1854

Wisconsin, USA
+Death 20 February 1868
Oshkosh, Winnebago, Napoleon Bonapart
Millard Jr.
:
ﬂ

“Birth

Wisconsin, USA
Son-in-law
22 February 1859
Oshkosh museum
Oshkosh, Winnebago,
Wisconsin, USA
+Death
Wisconsin, USA

Marian Wolcott Neff
(Millard)
#Birth

Oshkosh museum
Burlington Green, Clinton, New

24 March 1943
25 June 1837

Grandson

York, USA
+Death 23 February 1903 :
Oshkosh, Winnebago, Clyde Millard
Wisconsin, USA «Birth November 1862
. Oshkosh, Winnebago, Wisconsin, USA
Daughter +Death 3 June 1914

California, USA

Napoleon Bonaparte Millard

Oshkosh, Winnebago,
Wisconsin, USA

Milwaukee, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA

Son-in-law

" Grandson
I
Orrin Neff P N «Birth 1 March 1819
#Birth 29 November | 3 q
o5 [0 4 e Edna Marion Millard (Van Horne)

Burlington Green, Clinton, New [} © Marriage 12 September 1855 —— «Birth 13 March 1869
York, USA Oshkosh, Winnebago, Wisconsin, USA Oshkosh, Winnebago, Wisconsin, USA

t Death 3 March 1882 + Death 20 November 1901 +Death 7 January 1935

Oshkosh, Winnebago, Wisconsin, USA

Granddaughter

Cynthia Phillips (Neff)

« Birth 5 January 1808
Norwich, Chenango, New York,
USA

©Marriage 18 January 1826

+Death 20 October 1887
Oshkosh, Winnebago,
Wisconsin, USA

Valerie Jessica Millard (Eilert)
“Birth 8 February 1871
Oshkosh, Winnebago, Wisconsin, USA

+Death 11 February 1956
Minnesota, USA

Granddaughter
wire John Millard
«Birth

Oshkosh, Winnebago, Wisconsin, USA

+Death 13 September 1911
Chicago, Cook, lllinois, USA

1872

Grandson

Mura Elizaheth Neff

The descendants of Orrin Neff (1798-1882) in Wisconsin, divided into two parts. This is not an exhaustive tree, but
hints at the size of some of the family and shows family associated with the Coad family. Orrin, his brothers Abel
and Samuel (both not shown) and their children settled in Wisconsin in the 1850s. All three of Orrin’s sons became
ship captains, and their portraits are from By Paddle-Wheel, Sail and Steam by Marcelia Coad Neff (Fisher). All of
the known grandchildren of Orrin Neff are shown, but only the grandchildren of Capt. Samuel Neff are included.
The wife of Charles Samuel Neff is Kate Coad Neff (at the bottom): she is the only Coad on the chart. None of Kate
Coad Neff’s three children had offspring. Their daughter, Marcelia Code Neff (Fisher) was a family historian and
wrote about the Captains Neff and their boats, and researched much Coad and Thompson family history. The
portraits of four people are associated with their names by inference with their position and expected age in the



1911 Coad Cottage picnic photo (see Coad report). They are Mary and Mercelia Ellenwood (Neff), William Walcott

Neff and his wife Mary Agnes Flynn (Neff). These four portraits could be of other Neffs than indicated.

| Grandson |

Myra Elizabeth Neff
Captain William

#Birth 2 October 1865

Wilberforce Neff (Will) * family trees

st syt S Oshkosh, Winnebago, Wisconsin, USA
Burlington Green, Clinton, New ‘\* T Death 5 February 1888
York, USA Granddaughter

+Death 28 October 1902

Oshkosh, Winnebago,

Wisconsin, USA Anna Marcelia Neff

#Birth 17 March 1867
Son

family trees
shkosh, Winnebago, Wisconsin, USA
+Death 17 November 1889
California, USA

Mary Elizabeth Ellenwood
(Neff)

«Birth 1847 Granddaughter ]
Peru, Clinton, New York, USA e S P
©Marriage 31 December George Marion Neff
1862

ke
Oshkosh, Winnebago, «Birth 10 December
Wisconsin, USA
+Death 7 February 1927

Freeport, Stevenson, New York,
USA

Wisconsin, USA

+Death 19 January 1890
Oshkosh, Winnebago,
Wisconsin, USA
Daughter-in-law
Grandson

William Walcott Neff
«Birth 30 November
1880

Oshkosh, Winnebago,
Wisconsin, USA
+Death

14 September

1944
Freeport, Stevenson, lllinois,
USA

Grandson

Mary Agnes Flynn (Neff, e

Mabel)
A
«Birth 27 January 1881 ". Y
family trees J
+ Death 26 October 1955

Captain Sidney Orrin Neff

«Birth 2 October 1863

from gravestone, Neff history
Oshkosh, Winnebago,

Capt. Samuel Neff (Sam) Wisconsin, USA

#Birth 31March 1842 | +Death 17 December
New Lisbon, Otsego, New York, 1907
USA e

+Death 20 February 1904 Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA

from gravestone, death index

from gravestol ‘
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA

Grandson

Son .

Lucy Jane Olcott (Neff, Jennie)

«Birth 9 December 1865
Oshkosh, Winnebago, Wisconsin, USA

©Marriage 30 December 1891
Oshkosh, Winnebago, Wisconsin, USA

+ Death 14 August 1955
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA

Marcelia Cynthia
Ellenwood (Neff)

«Birth

19 April 1844 %
from gravestone
Peru, Clinton, New York, USA
©Marriage 30 November
1862
Ripon, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin,
USA

Granddaughter-in-law

Albert Benjamin Neff

+Death December 15, .
T899 «Birth June 14,1865
Wisconsin, USA

from gravestone

Milwaukee, Milwaukee, +Death 23 June 1884

Wisconsin, USA Menominee, Wisconsin, USA

Daughter-in-law Grandson

Charles Samuel Neff
+ Birth 9 April 1870 Ao

Oshkosh, Winnebago,
Wisconsin, USA
+Death 25 June 1940

retired ship owner, heart attack
Cleveland, Cuyahoga, Ohio, USA

Grandson
Mary Kate Coad (Neff,
Kate) -
¥
«Birth 5 March 1877 ‘
Woodstock, Oxford, Ontario, o
Canada L \

©Marriage 18 October 1900
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA

+ Death June 26, 1945
East Cleveland, Ohio, USA

Granddaughter-in-law

#Birth

+ Death

Samuel Olcott Neff
«Birth

26 September
1893
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA

+Death November 1964
‘ Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA

Great-grandson

Ester Ann Johnson (Neff, née
Johnson)
1« Birth
+Death

John Byron Neff

«Birth 31 October 1895
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA
+Death

1962

| Great-grandson

Lucius Sidney Neff
24 November 1897

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA
J
ﬂ

| Great-grandson

Harold Henry Neff

«Birth July 30, 1901
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA

March 13, 1954

Mobile, Alabama, USA

Great-grandson
N

Marcelia Coad Neff
(Marcie, Fisher)

#Birth

30 December

from book jacket
Wisconsin, USA

+Death 30 March 2003
unseen obituary in lowa City

Press-Citizen April 9, 2003
lowa City, Wright, lowa, USA

Great-granddaughter

Dr. Alton Kindt Fisher

1« Birth 1 November 1905
Abrams, Wisconsin, USA

©Marriage 15 August 1931
Williams Bay, Wisconsin, USA

+Death 9 October 1991

Great-grandson-in-law
< 4

Charles Samuel Neff Jr.

1« Birth 27 May 1908
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA

+ Death 24 March 2002

Great-grandson
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The descendants of Samuel Neff (1842-1904) and Marcelia Ellenwood (Neff, 1844-1899) to the great-grandchild
level. The present report is mostly about Charles Samuel Neff and his 3 children. Charles’ wife Mary Kate Coad
(Neff), daughter of Henry Coad (1841-1904) (the author’s great grandfather), is treated in another report on Henry
Coad. Photos are from various sources including some high school yearbook pictures.



ptain Samuel Neff (1842-1904).

Orrin Neff (1798-1882) and Cynthia Phillips (Neff, 1808-1887), parents of Ca
Photos from the Oshkosh Museum.

Captoin Samuel Neff, 1842-1904 Captain Sidney Orrin Neff, 1863-1907

Captain Samuel Neff was the youngest son of Orrin Neff and patriarch of Neff & Sons with Sidney and Charles.
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Captain E. M. Neff, 1829-1903

APPLETON, WIS,

Captain W. W. Neff; 1839-1902

Captain Samuel Neff's older brothers Captain Edwin Marion Neff (1829-1903) and Captain William Wilberforce Neff
(1839-1902). These four photos are from By Paddle Wheel, Sail and Steam by Marcelia Neff Fisher.

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Tuesday, June 24, 1884 | Milwaukee, Wisconsin | Page: 1

Temporarily Insane.

Osnxosi, June 24.—[Special]—The body
of Bert Nefl, son of Capt. Nefl, of the
steambarge Nefl, was brought to this city
to-day for burial. Young Nefl' accom-
panied his father on a voyage to Menomi-
nee Saturday. e was last seen alive read-
ing a book in the fireman’s quar-
térs of the boat. after Menom-
inee was reached. The following morn-
ing he was missing. The river was
dragged and the body was found at the stern
of the boat. A bullet had pierced his
't)eorgple and a large stone was tied to the
mugdered and the body thrown inta the
river, but his friends now believe he com-
mitted suicide while temporarily insane.
The authorities have aocepted the suicidal
theory, and will take no action in the mat-
ter. Young Neff was 19 years old and re-
sided in thiscity. The funeral will cccur
to-day.

It was at first supposed that he was.
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Albert Neff (1865-1884) was the middle son of Samuel Neff
(1842-1904) and brother to Charles Samuel Neff (1870-
1940). His death was a mystery but is well explained here. |
believe temporary insanity would not be a good explanation
now, but a suicidal case of depression might be a modern
explanation. The following is from descendant John Samuel
Neff (1934-): “The family thought that Albert was murdered by
the engineer. Evidently they hated each other. Albert was
shot and there were no powder burns so he was shot from a
distance. No weapon was found. They were from out of town,
the chief suspect had disappeared and there was no way the
county attorney could get a murder conviction. To clear the
case they ruled it as a suicide.”

wurhil

Marcelia Cynthia Ellenwood (Neff,
1844-1899), wife of Capt. Samuel
Neff (1842-1904). She was the
namesake of her granddaughter
Marcelia Coad Neff (Fisher, 1902-
2003).




The family of Charles Samuel Neff (1870-1940)

Henry Coad

«Birth 28 April 1842
birth registration, St. George

_Elizabeth Jane Sarah
Thompson (née
Thompson, Jennie, Jane,

Hannover Square, Westminster,

London, also death notice
Yealmpton, Devon, England

©Marriage 6 March 1872
London, Middlesex East,
Ontario, Canada

+Death 8 October 1904
Died by being crushed under a

Coad)

«Birth 18 February 1840

possibly Surrey
Holborn, Middlesex, England

~Christening 15 March 1840
Rev. Maberley, St. Andrews

churcl
Holborn, London, England

locomotive (from probate)

Hannah Coad testifies

+Death 26 July 1922

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA 266 19th St

Father-in-law

t
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA

Mother-in-law

Mary Kate Coad (Neff,

Kate)

«Birth 5 March 1877
Woodstock, Oxford, Ontario,
Canada

@ Marriage 18 October 1900

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA
+Death June 26, 1945
East Cleveland, Ohio, USA

Wife

Capt. Samuel Neff (Sam) Marcelia Cynthia
«Birth 31 March 1842 Ellenwood (Neff)
New Lisbon, Otsego, New York, J”
USA #Birth 19 April 1844 =
from gravestone
@Marriage 30 Novemner Peru, Clinton, New York, USA
Ripon, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, 1 Death December 15,
1899
from gravestone
'De,'“"" Zo;em:a'; = Milwaukee, Milwaukee,
from gravestone, death index i i
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA LA
Father Rcthsy
Charles Samuel Neff
«Birth 9 April 1870
Oshkosh, Winnebago,
Wisconsin, USA
+Death 25 June 1940
retired ship owner, heart attack
Cleveland, Cuyahoga, Ohio, USA
Harold Henry Neff
«Birth July 30,1901 ]
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA
+Death March 13, 1954
Mobile, Alabama, USA
son

' Marcelia Coad Neff

(Marcie, Fisher)
«Birth 30 December 3
1902

from book jacket
Wisconsin, USA

+Death 30 March 2003
unseen obituary in lowa City
Press-Citizen April 9, 2003
lowa City, Wright, lowa, USA

Daughter

Dr. Alton Kindt Fisher =

«Birth 1 November 1905 [ 2. Charles Samuel Neff Jr.
Abrams, Wisconsin, USA #Birth 27 May 1908
@ Marriage 15 August 1931 Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA
Williams Bay, Wisconsin, USA +Death 24 March 2002
+Death 9 October 1991
Son
Son-in-law

Charles Samuel Neff's parents, wife, her parents and their children. The Neff and Coad parents were close
neighbors in Milwaukee. Marcelia Ellenwood (Neff, 1844-1899) and Jane Thompson (Coad) became good friends.

Charles S. Neff, 1870-1940

Kate Coad (Neff, 1877-1945) and Charles Samuel Neff (1870-1940) made a handsome couple.
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The Neff children and women of the Coad family pictured about 1911 in Milwaukee at the Charles S. Neff house. At
the center is the “matriarch” Jane Thompson (Coad, 1840-1922). She is surrounded by 3 of her four daughters and
3 of her grandchildren. Jane Coad holds Charles Samuel Neff Jr. (1908-2002). Clockwise from upper right are Mary
Kate Coad “Kate” (Neff, 1877-1945), mother of the children, Harold Henry Neff (1901-1954), Priscilla Hooke Coad
(1872-1935), Marcelia Coad Neff (1902-2003, usually with a bow in her hair) and Etta Drake Coad (1878-1944).

Behind the house is a well with a hand pump to get household water. The house is on the shore of Lake Michigan
so fresh well water should always be available.

Kate Coad Neff dressed in a fur coat for a cold day,probably in the 1920s. The Charles Neff house about 1911 at
1598 Lake Drive at Whitefish Bay, Milwaukee. The family photo above is posed by the stone chimney.
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Neff men and eff (and Coa) men (andsons). Charles Samuel Neff with his sons Harold Henry Neff (1901-
1954) and Charles Samuel Neff Jr. (1908-2002). His sons would join him in the boat brokerage business. Elizabeth
Jane Thompson (Coad, 1840-1922) with her daughter Mary Kate Coad (Neff, 1877-1945) and Neff grandchildren.

The Neff family about 1918 in Milwaukee. From left to right, Charles Jr., mother Kate Coad Neff, Marcelia Coad
Neff (1902-2003) and Harold. This appears to be coming-of-age occasion for Marce. Marce has abandoned the hair
bow she always wore in her childhood pictures for a pretty dress.
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Harold Henry Neff (1901-1954). Harold was born in Milwaukee, worked with his father and brother in the shipping
business, and never married. He was working with his brother Charles in Mobile Alabama when he died at the age
of 52, and is buried with the rest of his family in Riverside cemetery in Oshkosh Wisconsin.

Marcelia Coad Neff (Fisher, 1902-2003). Marce would become a Milwaukee Journal reporter and marry Alton Kindt
Fisher (1905-1991) in 1931. Charles Samuel Neff Jr. (1908-2002) was dressed as a sailor from an early age. He
would become a tug boat captain working in Mobile Alabama. Charles Jr. was born in Milwaukee but never married.
He is buried with the rest of his family in Riverside cemetery in Oshkosh Wisconsin.

12
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Charles Neff and his family about 1911 at his house at 1598 Lake Drive at Whitefish Bay, Milwaukee. Harold is not
in the photo. The house is on a small bluff overlooking Lake Michigan. From here, Charles could overlook the ships
come and go. Being a shipping manger and broker, he was an expert at identifying ships and could name them
from a distance. They must have just moved into the house because in the 1910 census they were on Grand Av.
Charles would have a “crows nest” platform built to better observe the ships.
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Charles Neffs 1911-1930 house location at 1598 Lake Drive overlooking Lake Michigan (red poiter). His original
house is gone, having been replaced by a larger mansion in a very exclusive North Milwaukee neighborhood.
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Charles Samuel Neff Jr. (1908-2002) in about 1910 and in 1979. He is pictured in front of his home (in either Mobile
Alabama or the nearby town of Ocean Springs Mississippi) with his second cousin June Petran (Rankin, 1915-
2012) and her husband Ernest Rankin (1909-2001). The Rankin family is treated in the Thompson report. Their son
David William Rankin (1944-) was temporarily staying with Charles while studying at Keesler Air Force Base in
Biloxi. Charles Neff at the wheel of his last tug boat the “Early Bird”. After retirement, Charles purchased it to do
small towing jobs around Biloxi like moving coal barges. The tug was destroyed by Hurricane Camile in 1969.

Marce Neff Fisher relates the final years of her brothers Harold and Charles. Harold (1901-1954)
and Charles Neff Jr. (1908-2002) continued some ship management and brokerage business after
World War II. In 1950 they decided to move to the warmer climate of the Gulf Coast and continue
ship management. After Harold Neff died in 1954 at the age of 52, Charles carried on and continued
the family tradition alone. He purchased the 45-foot tug Early Bird at Mobile Alabama in 1954, and
began a business of towing barges along the Gulf Coast. Charles Jr. lived in Mobile Alabama. When
hurricane Camille slammed into the Louisiana Coast on August 17, 1969, the wheelhouse was found
a mile inland, and later the Early Bird’s damaged hull was pulled ashore. During the night someone
carried off the brass steering wheel and the lesser equipment remaining on board. The association
of the Neff family and boats had ended. Charles Jr. retired in 1969 at the age of 61 but continued to
live in either Mobile or the nearby town of Ocean Springs Mississippi until the 1980s. Charles Jr.
then really retired to lowa City lowa to live near his sister Marce Neff (Fisher) and her husband
Alton Fisher. Alton died in 1991, Charles Jr. in 2002 and Marce in 2003. All are buried together at
Riverside cemetery in Oshkosh Wisconsin.

14



Marcelia Coad Neff (Fisher) and her husband Alton Kindt Fisher (1905-1991)

b

Marcelia Coad Neff “Marcy” (1902-2003) as a young lady about 1918. In 1924 she graduated with a BA from the
Downer Seminary at the University of Wisconsin with a degree in journalism. She was a real writer and worked as a
reporter for the Milwaukee Journal in the 1920s and 30s and subsequently wrote books.

]

Press Club J

Marcelia Neff enrolled in the University of Wisconsin Madison in 1921, and majored in journalism. She wrote for the
student newspaper and was in the Press Club (pictured front and center in the black tie) in the 1924 yearbook.

15



Members in University
Class of 1924

AGATHA McCAFFREY
HeLen MooORE
MARCELIA NEFF
ArreeN KrLuc

Marcelia Neff in the 1924 University of Wisconsin Madison yearbook was graduated in 1924 with top honors as a
“‘member”. She was also in the delta delta delta sorority, a premier women'’s sorority.

Delta Delta Delta

Founded at Boston University 1888
Number of chapters, 65

Local chapter, Mu Date established, 188

——
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Reporters For
School Page:
Here Are Hints

. 1. Reporters should bring in ma-
terial to The Capital Times affice
secand floor, on W

Schoo! Grade |
Orchestra to
Play Tonight

Picked Chorus Will Assist

ay, from

4 lzo % o'clock.
. Cover your achool thorou .
Make & note of every event. e
J. Include as many names in your
copy as possible,

tion you desire written up,
B. 2200 and leave a m:tg:h‘;::
the School Page Editors,

5. Write on one side of the paper
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Se Editora.
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In Program at
High Sc_hoo]

By MARCELIA NEFF AND
FEIELEN J, BALDAUI
(Scheol Page Editors)

The Madison school grade or-
chestra classes assisted by / picked
chortez will mive their first annual
vecital iz Central high auditorium
tonight at § e'ciock, Proceeds from
the recitul wiil go toward the grade
schoal instrument fund. 2

The threc-part program is as fol-
Jows:

" Part 1—Lentg Religrose, Choping
1 Dreamt [ Dwalt in Marble Halls,
Baife; Meditation aand Natural
Hymwn, Warren; The 03 Clock in
the Tower, Gordon: Choral from

Nocturne, Chopin, Maoarche Majests

120 Langdon Street

Marcelia Neff went to college at the University of Wisconsin at Madison from 1921 until graduating in the class of

1924. She majored in journalism, and in her senior year she edited the school page for the Capital Times, the local

Madison newspaper. These are a couple of the many articles she wrote. Marce was in the delta delta delta
women’s sorority at Madison. Their emblem is a gold crescent with 3 stars and 3 deltas. Their page in the 1924
yearbook shows the house where the sorority lived.
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1924

______THE _EDITORIAL DEPARTMENTS

THE NUI,\VAUKFI*Z JOURNAL

NI{/\RLY 100 persons are he vai orial d Tl Jourotl—a 3 . = —— h__]

J
er the dizection of the man-

editors, copy readers. reporters, sport witters, library workers and others und,

EARLY 100 persons are employed in the various editorial -departments of The Journal-—department
" editors, copy readers, reporters, sport writers, library workers and others under the direction of the man-
The editorial staff of the Milwaukee Journal in a 2-page photo spread on Sunday, 16 November, 1924. Marcelia
Neff, age 21, is in the first row, fifth from the right.

Marce Neff (1902-2003)
enlarged from the 1924
Milwaukee Journal editorial
staff photo above. She
graduated in 1924 from the
University of Wisconsin at
Madison with a degree in
journalism. She began working
as a reporter for the Journal in
Milwaukee full time in 1924,
Her grandparents were named
Neff, Coad and Thompson, and
Marce did family research for
all three families. Her
genealogical work contributed
greatly to this author’s historical
reports of all three families.
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Marce Neff and her first cousin and friend (Elizabeth) Jane Klein (1912-1998) in a Wisconsin spring about 1928.
Marce had graduated from the University of Wisconsin in 1924 with BA in journalism and was working as a reporter
for the Milwaukee Journal. Jane would enroll at Simmons College in Boston in 1931 and complete a degree there.

Marce Neff (Fisher) wrote the history of the Neff family’s shipping business By Paddle-Wheel, Sail and Steam:,
using the ledgers, account books and diaries kept by Samuel Neff, his bothers and son. Self-published in 1991, the
book was the source for facts used here. Marce also wrote the book They came on foot, horseback & riverboat:
early Episcopal missionaries in lowa City, published by the author, 1996, 81 p.
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Milwavkee Journal.
June 26, 192R.
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Man's i)ru S
sed by DoctOr

1 H cines have shamanlistic value in su-
M'lWQUkee PUbIIC perstitious rites. With Indians, as

with neurotic white folks, it seems,

MLl bw,w@k
\\(u va 2451932

ashmgton 5

Where

land
Kin

Museum Scientist

Makes Sfudy of

Chippewa Tribal
Remedies

° By MARCELIA NEFF

wum you go into a drug store

for a bottle of medicine you

don’t leave your motor car at

the curb in payment nor do you pre.

sent your druggist with the blankets
off your bed.

cures may be had by faith plus a bit

of hocus pocus,

THE Ojibwes (popularly, the Chip- |
pewas) of norihern Wisconsin are

the most numerous Indians in the

state and are considered probably the 4

best informed and the strictest ob-
servers of the medicine lodge cere-
monies in the country, Huron H.
Smith, curator of botany at the Mil-
waukee public museum, says in a bul.
letin on Ojibwe Indlan remedles just
published by the museum.

“The medicine man or woman,” ne
notes, “is usually distinguished by two
long bralds of hair over either shoul-
der. They are usually shrewd dlag-
nosticlans and depend upon  their

wnw‘ tnr dL«cmz-rlng the mlmont
o oy oe

verybody s

lcelandic Settle-

ment Off Tip of
Wisconsin ls
Scene of Many ¢

Legends

By MARCELIA NEFF
FISHER

worthy?” says merely: “You just
ought to see that boat roll, lady!”
Over planks vou feel are no thick.
er than shavings you egg the car in
Jow gear from the dock to the boat,
pra\lng that tires mateh planks. They
do. You are on. The whistle toots
and you are afloat \nt;u your car, glid-
mg quqcl)\h over: water that mir.
o ad rh; shore. The trees
!lc dmm md trawl ad tHey meet the
cliffs and allow bushy clumps of their
handsomest foliage to hang topside
down —enchantingly frumpish
against the trim whiteness of the
rock:

S.
Washington island itsell was
named after an American military
vessel that came, laden with soldiers
and arms, to quell a supposed uprLs
ing in (Gresn Bov pariy in the 1890

Marce Neff worked as a reporter for the Mllwaukee Journal from the late 1920s until 1942 and World War Il. She
married Alton Fisher in 1931, remained in Milwaukee, but travelled with him for various Navy postings during the
war. These are two of the by-lined articles from 1932, sometimes using her maiden name and sometimes Fisher.
from https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Newspaper/BA14883.

[
L
l
)
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r

Marce Neff (Fisher) and her husband Admiral and Dr. Alton K. Fisher. Marce was a reporter, uthor and historian.
Dr. Alton Fisher was a dentist, an anthropologist, a professor of oral pathology, an Admiral in the Navy, among
other things. They did not have children, and Marce was the last of the Charles Samuel Neff branch of the Neff

family.
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A conclave of cousins related to Marce and Alton Fischer. Left to nght are (Ellzabeth) Jane Kleln (1912 1998)
Ernie Rankin (1909-2001), his wife June Petran (Rankin, 1915-2012), Marcelia Neff (Fisher, 1902-2003), her
husband Alton K. Fisher (1905-1991), Louise Thompson (1886-1969), and June & Ernie’s son David Rankin (1944-
)- They are examining a map or diagram from Marce’s book By Paddlewheel, Sail and Steam. Marce and Jane are
first cousins (their mothers were sisters), were close friends living in Milwaukee, and collaborated on family history.
June and Jane are second cousins (Jane’s grandmother and June’s grandfather were siblings). All live in
California’s San Francisco Peninsula except for the Fishers who were visiting from lowa City. Fred Klein took the
picture about 1966. The photo was taken in Los Altos California on Magdalena Ave. at the home of Jane Klein.

N |

= ' R p ‘
Alton Fisher, Marce Coad Neff (Fisher) and Charles Neff Jr. in their retirement. Alton is pictured on an lowa farm.
Marce and Charles lived in nearby apartments in a retirement complex in lowa City. Photos from the collection of
Marce’s first cousin John Samuel Neff PhD (1934-) from his website https://www.john-neff-iowa-city-ia.com.
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Alton Kindt Fisher (1905-1991): dentist, educator, pathologist

Here is Alton Fisher’'s career summary on Prabook, the World Biographical Encyclopedia:

Alton Kindt Fisher, American dentist, pathologist, educator. Research normal and pathologic tissue
respiration, physical anthropology and paleopathology, from 1951; arctic animals Naval Arctic Research
Laboratory, Point Barrow, 1958-1959, 68, 69-71. Recipient Lapham medal Wisconsin Archeological
Society, 1946.

Background

Fisher, Alton Kindt was born on November 1, 1905 in Abrams, Wisconsin, United States. Son of Fred
Ward and Edith Bertha (Kindt) Fisher.

Education

Student, University Wisconsin, 1932. Doctor ol Dental Surgery, Marquette University, 1935. Bachelor of
Science, Loyola University, 1948. Graduate study, Tulane University, 1949.

Career

Assistant anthropology, Milwaukee Public Museum, 1927-1932;intern, Milwaukee Children's Hospital,
1935-1936;private dental practice, Milwaukee, 1936-1940;research associate, Milwaukee Public Museum,
from 1937;instructor histology, Marquette U., 1937-1940;attending dentist, St. Joseph's Hospital, 1937-
1940;assistant professor pathology, Loyola University, New Orleans, 1945-1947;professor, Loyola
University, 1947-1949;professor, head department oral pathology, U. lowa, 1949-1973;professor, head
department stomatology, U. lowa, 1958-1965;assistant dean for research, U. Iowa, 1973-1974;professor
emeritus, U. lowa, from 1974; Adjunct Professor anthropology, U. lowa, from 1976;physical
anthropologist, Office of State Archeologist of lowa, from 1976. Visiting dental surgeon Charity Hospital
Louisiana, New Orleans, 1946-1949. Consultant VAHosp., Des Moines, 1951-1954, lowa City, 1954-
1974.

Achievements

Research normal and pathologic tissue respiration, physical anthropology and paleopathology, from 1951.
Arctic animals Naval Arctic Research Laboratory, Point Barrow, 1958-1959, 68, 69-71.

Works Author articles on pathology.

Membership

Served to Commander United States Navy, 1940-1946. Rear admiral Reserve retired. Fellow American
College Dentists, International Association Dental Research, American Academy Oral Pathology,
American Anthropological Association, American Association for the Advancement of Science,
Explorers Club. Member International Academy Pathology, American Dental Association, Federation
Dentaire Internationale, American Society Clinical Pathologists, Wisconsin Archeological Society,
Archaeol. Institute American, Arctic Institute North America, American Polar Society, American
Association Physical Anthropologists, Sigma Xi, Omicron Kappa Upsilon. Clubs: Mason.

.+

By ceincidence, apother navy
rear admiral shares an office '
with Dr. Fraleigh in the dental
building at the University of
lowa in Jowa City.

He is Hear Admiral Alten K
Fisher, USNR, head of the de-
partment of oral pathology. Al-
m: :'me - o"“r.m‘,o[,:: has long taken an active interest
time wildlife comservation offi- in anthropology and archaeo.
cer in Wisconsin. So he has a logy
love of the outdoors, too, and

A minor mention of Alton Fisher is in an article “Eastern lowa claims four Admirals raised on farms” in The Cedar
Rapids Gazette, of November 6, 1966, page 22. Though not raised on a farm, Alton shares an office with another
dental professor who was.
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27 Feb 1967, Mon *

0
Rear Adm. Fisher Retires
From Navy After 43 Years

Rear Adm, Alton K. Fisher to study tissue phys of  Boern at Abrams, Wis, Nev.
of Route 1 has retired from the Arctic animals, Tm mlw 1, 1805, Dr. Fisher aliended the

Navy after nearly 43 years of 'was made in 1958. | .
bl e X — | University of Wisconsin from
active and reserve duty. 1925 10 1992 He received his

At a retirement dinner at the Mom“m
University Athletie Clb Satur. ep 'pet s Cal | (TIL gty ey e
day e ved & . | 'y M m\':‘ll in and his bach-
cate-of merit from the Naval The lowa City postmaster is' and fw o d.'f"l”,nml?“y
“in fon’ - e or nd| pa at Loyola Uni-
W'l'-'d your general lw"c m‘m‘_ puiwwlm clerk 'vmtty in 1948, He did graduate
- mwd o m"“..'. l"s':'m uhr& s 8204 per|] .:3“ at Tulane University in
Dr. Fisher, professor and head hour, with periodic increases to| '
of the department of oral path- $3.60 an hour. Ten per cent extra e has been at U - Hospital
ology ut University Hospital, is will be paid for work between SINce 1949, and is the author
one of only a few men to start 6 pm. and 6 am of numerous articles that have
as seeman second class and ad- Al qualified applicants will re-  #Ppeared in medical and dental
vance in rank as far as rear ceive consideration for employ-| Publications
admiral. ment without regard to race, Dr. Fisher received the Lap-
World War 11, Dr. creed, color, sex or national or- ham Medal from the Wisconsin
Fl.\lherl ‘mmm and supervised g, Y’A'l;chh:do'ﬁfhnel .‘\'(x-wi_\' and is a
the organization of mobile den- & American College
tal uaits which yemain in we| Area Youth To Tour of Dentists, American Academy
today. He served aboard the With ISU Chorus of Oral Pathology and Ameri-
USS. Paduchan just prior 10 WEST LIBERTY — Tomas yor Anthropological ~ Assocta -
the war |Carey of West Liberty is among
Dr. Fisher wncd al l.hr Na- s;'ﬁ.v. State (~,.h-,¥mym He Is a member of the In-
\fu! Training Center at Newporl bers of the lowa State Singers ternational Academy of Pathol-
from 1841 to 194 He served who will go on tour March 2.6, OgY, American Dental Assocla-
as the sixth district dental offi- The chorus will give 11 perform. | tion, Federation Denmtaire Inter-
cer in 1945, ances in four states,

RETIRES—Rear Adm. Al
ton K. Fisher of Route 1 has

resident. He also Is one of

retired from the Navy alter
43 years  of active and re.
serve service. The rank is
one of the highest ever al-
tained by an lowa City area

the few men ever to begin
service as a seaman second
cluss and advance In rank

, Among numerous other Naval
duties.he served on a

nationale, Society of Experimen

Listed as a highlight of the tal Biology and Medicine, Amer
three - tour is a “Salute to the Nebraska ican Society of Clinical Pathol-
month Arctic research expedi- Centennial,” to be 1

al. tionla Point Barcow  Alaska Omaha on March 3, tion of Dental Research
o { 3 of36 ) S e T
)

presented in ogy and International Associa -

"5+ | ~Keyboard Shortcuts » Gopyright 201

This 1967 article about Alton K. Fisher is an excellent summary of his career and the first 62 years of his life.

SUMNER 6

AZETTE

THE NEWSPAPER WITH A FUTURE, SERVING SUMNER, THE CITY !NITH A FUTU!E!

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE %,

REAR ADMIRAL
ALTON K. FISHER
USNR (Ret.)

The program at the cemetery
will include a brief dedication
of the newly installed podium,
a ceremony honoring those of
this community who gave their
lives while in service, and the
teatured address by the dis-
tinguished Alton K. Fisher, Rear
Admiral, USNR (Ret.).

Rear Admiral Fisher is a mem-
ber of the faculty, College of
Dentistry, State University of
Iowa, Iowa City.

A native of Wisconsin, he be-
gan his naval career as a sea-
man, second class in the U. S.
Naval Reserve Force which be-
came the U. §. Naval Reserve in
1925.

He held the rating of gunner’s
mate third class when he was
commissioned as a deck officer
in the rank of ensign in 1829.
Although he had earned his
dental degree soon after being
promoted to leutenant (junior
grade), he continued to mnain-
tain his qualifications as a line
officer and was ordered to sea
duty in 1840 as a watch, division
and gunnery otfficer.

In 194! he was transferred to

the Dental Corps and was assign-
ed ta duty ashore in a series of
administrative  capacities, By
1945 he had been promoted to
Commander and was serving as
assistant to the District Dental
Officer of the Eighth Naval Dis=
trict. He was returned to inac-
tive duty in 1946.

After the war, Fisher joined
the faculty of Loyola University
in New Orelans, La. He came to
the University of Iowa as a pro-
fessor and head of oral path-
ology in 1949.

Fisher was promoted to Cap-
tain in 1954, In 1958 he was in
command of an Artic research
project sponsored by the Office
of Naval Research. He was pro-
moted to Rear Admiral in 1881.
Admiral Fisher was retired in
1967.

Alton Fisher, even after
retirement, was frequently
called upon to make public
presentations and speeches.
Here he dedicated part of a
cemetery at a memorial day
ceremony. The article also
gives a brief summary of his
military career. This is an
excerpt from an article
published in the Sumner (lowa)
Gazette on May 23, 1968.
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IHE MILWAUKEW ]lUlJKNAL SHE—

Bones and skulls brown with age
are the research provinee of Dr.
Alton K. Fisher of Towa City, Towa.
He is in Mil-
waukee study-
ing the public
museum’'s  col-
lection of pre-
historic Indian
remains. Dr.
Fisher is a for-
mer Milwaukee

lowa Profess%%b‘f@la{ ones

Is Here Studying Museum’s

He will "bring back photographs!’
of the affliction to show his classes. ||
The university collection, he said,
has no such examples. |

Other pieces of bone pierced with
arrowheads show that the ancient|y
tribes lived violently.

One Indian is believed, from the
bone remains available, to have
lived despite an arrow that entered
through the abdomen and lodged
in his backbone. He pulled out ail

dentist and a
former research
assistant in an-

thropology ‘at said.

bl}t the arrowhead. That stayed
with him through life, Dr. Fisher

the museum.
His wife is the
former Marcel-
la C. Neff, for-
merly of The
Milwaukee
Journal editorial stafr. Dr. Fisher
helped collect the skulls and bones
he is studying. Fe will use data and
photographs from the research for
reports and for classes he teaches
at the University of Towa.

Dr. Fisher was an instructor in
Marquette university’'s dental
school and a staff member of St.
Joseph's hospital while in Milwau-
| kee, He left Milwaukee in 1940 to
go on active duty with the navy. He
now is professor of oral pathology
in the university's college of den-
tistry and assistant professor of
pgtho)ogy in the college of medi-
cine.

His studies so far have convinced
him that one of Wisconsin pre-
historic man's most common dis-
eases was arthritis, Spine sections
swollen with the addition of ab-
normal bone growth show that pre-
historic man was attacked by
sninal arthritis, Dr. Fisher said.

Dr. :\ K. Fisher

Kk

Oral Pathologist, Arctic Researcher, Retired Admiral

SUNDAY; FEBRUARY 25, 1973 * *

Dr. A. K. Fisher

@ﬂw Gedur ﬁ%mpmmﬂg @m@ﬁ@

A couple of newspaper
articles about Alton Fisher.
The article above from 3
August 1950 in the
Milwaukee Journal tells of
his anthropological work on
a trip to work in Milwaukee.
The article could have been
written by his wife Marce, a
former Milwaukee Journal
reporter. The article at right
is a lengthy summary of
Alton’s career in several
fields including oral
pathology, Arctic research
and Admiral in the Navy. It
is from the 25 April 1973
edition of the Cedar Rapids
(lowa) Gazette. Only the
photo and the first of 3
sections are shown.

The Arctic Lures Admiral-Dentis

By Art Hough

TIOWA CITY — You'd better
believe il. A. K. Fisher, 67, is
a man of varied talents. He
has been an admiral in the

navy, an anthropologist, an

Aretic researcher and a.den-
tist during his lifetime. And
vet, he is a man whose life
has “jelled” in a way you
wouldn't believe.

Dr. Alton K. Fisher has
been head of the oral patholo-
gy department of the Univer-
sity of lowa’s college of den-
tistry since 1949.

He retired as a rear admi-
ral in 1967. He made his most
recenf research journey to
Alaska in 1971.

Among other honors and af-
filiations, he is a fellow in the
American Academy- of Oral
Pathology; a fellow, Ameri-
can Anthropological Assn.; fel-
low, American College of Den-
tists, and fellow, American
Assn. for the Advancement of
Science. He received the La-
phan medal of the Wisconsin
Archeological Society in 1946

““for dlstmgulshed anthropolo-
gical research.”

Dr. Fisher says his early in-
terest was in anthropolo{,v
really an interest in ancient
history, in which his mother
had an interest.

“I remember,” he said, his

42 years of navy life showing
in his erect military bearing,
“whep I was about 8 years
old, she took me to visit the
Milwaukee public museum, at
that time the largest city-
owned museum in the U.S.
Things just started to bloom
from then.”

Fisher was born at Abrams,
Wis., 30 miles northwest of
Green Bay, but the family
moved to Gillelt when he was
6, and still later, lived near
Madison.

Interest
In Chemistry

“Another event occurred
when 1 was about 11. I saw a
movie which had to do with
chemistry, which T knew noth-
ing about, and it intrigucd
me. It was instrumental in
getting me interested in
chemistry in a very, very sim-
ple sort of way.”

He said he didn’t have one
of those home chemistry sets.
“I sort of fabricated things
out of old jars and bottles. T
didn’t have anything much
more dangerous than vinegar
to work with.”

Dr. Fisher believes that his

early impressions had a per-
manent effect on his later life.

“When 1 was a few years

uluwiow

“I didn’t know anything
about navy ships. I asked him
what it was all about. He
explained it and said, Do you
want to enlist?”

“I said ‘Yes.’ It was as
simple as that.”

Assistant
Curator

Fisher was 20 when he en-
listed in the naval reserve in
1925. He got some active duty,
then made up his mind to go
to school. He matriculated at
the University of Wisconsin on
a reduced schedule.

¥ HUM
H-IDUYHD
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“This continued for a little
while and then my anthropol- |
ogical interests started to ‘
express themselves.”* |

Because® of his interest in
anthropology, he and W. C.
McKern, the curator of the |
museum, hit it off. Before |

“ish vas offered:a job.
as an assistant. He turned it
down to continue his school
work in anthropology as well
as required biological science.
Put when the opportunity
arose again later he accepted
the job — for seven years —

(CominumT cn I’nge“GB. Col. 5)

| pabbny s,uz

“When I was a few years
older, I saw another movie.
about a merchant ship. T had
no conception of the sea, but
that intrigued me, too. S

By the time he was in hxgh
school, young Alfon fully in-

tended to get into biological |

work, but, did various jobs,

including a spell in the lumber |

camps and a summer as an
orderly in a Milwaukee hospi-
{al.

In Milwaukee one day, he

saw a sailor sitting by a dock J&

where a small navy ship was
tied up.

ins ‘oL-0L ATlvar
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SECTION C

Des Moines, lowa
Wednesday Morning, June 23, 1982
mesame
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Dr. Alton K. Fisher, retired rear admiral, laboratory at the University of Iowa dental
looks through a magnifier in the pathology  school. He works daily without salary.

An article about the life of Alton K. Fisher (1905-1991) in the Des Moines Register on June 23, 1982, when Alton
was 76. He led an accomplished life and continued working into retirement. He was head of the oral pathology
department at the University of lowa dental school, but also was a professional archeologist and physical
anthropologist, and a rear Admiral who organized mobile dental units in the Navy in World War II. The text of the
article is below.

The article mentions research conducted by Alton Fisher at the Arctic Research Laboratory in Barrow Alaska. A
mention of his work in A HISTORY (1947-1966) OF THE NAVAL ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY AT POINT
BARROW, ALASKA (PREPARED UNDER OFFICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH) Is “Alton K. Fisher and his group from
the State University of lowa continued work on the project begun in 1958 on the oxygen consumption of tissues, in
this case, seal tissues. During the 1959 season Fisher and his assistants .. extended the study to include also the
tissues of lemmings, mice, ground squirrels, whales, and walrus.”

24



How the retired rear admiral
“and ancient bones found identity

By ROBERT HULLIHAN
Register Staff Writer

IOWA CITY, IA. — It seems an
unlikely place to find a retired rear
admiral at work, this brightly lighted
room where human skulls and lesser
bones in wooden trays await the
attention of Alton K. Fisher.

Fisher, a magisterial presence at
76, is the rear admiral, retired.

Most of the bones are those of
people who lived centuries before
their land became Iowa.

1t is Fisher’s job to make a general
identification of the individuals ‘who
once contained the bones — sex,
stature, race, age at death.

He is the state’s foremost authority
on the identification of humans from
their skeletal remains and teeth.

- If this seems to be an oblique
ability to find in an admiral, it is not
so0 in Fisher's case.

His skills range from being “a
pretty fair electrician” through
anatomy, pathology, anthropology,
physiology, maxillo-facial surgery,
dentistry and research.

And, if Fisher has the time, he is

happy to chat about medieval days.
“The 14th is my favorite century,” he
said.

Distinguished Iowa Scientist

He was named a Distinguished
Iowa Scientist earlier this year by the
the Iowa Academy of Science.

It is a recognition for which Fisher
had, at last, the full academic qualifi-
cations.

“I always got into jobs before I was
academically prepared for them,” he
said.

For example, he was chairman of
the pathology department at Loyola
University in New Orleans before he
had an undergraduate degree.

The admiral and the ancient bones
come together now because Fisher
began his professional career as a
physical anthropologist working for
the Milwaukee Public Museum in the
late 1920s.

He didn’t have the degree for it, but

he had been attending the University

of Wisconsin off and on for several
years. He simply hadn’t gotten
_ around to being graduated.

Now, in retirement, he has come
full circle and works again as a
physical anthropologist in the offices
of the state archaeologist here.

The old bones come to Fisher
because state law requires that
human remains older than 150 years
found in Iowa be sent to this office for
examination and reporting to the
State Health Department.

He works every day — without
salary — among the bones or in an
office he has at the University of
Iowa Dental School. He was head of
the department of oral pathology
here for 25 years.

Fisher works on because he seems
to be a man who must have questions
to answer and in science, he said,
“‘you just never run out of questions.”

- Fisher became a dentist as a
response to the Great Depression.
When it seemed his job in the museum
might be eliminated, he went to the
school of dentistry at Marquette Uni-
versity. “I didn’t intend to be jobless,”
he said. “I wanted to set my own
economic future.”

He already had an interest in teeth

because he had been studying the
dental diseases of prehistoric Indians
of Wisconsin.

He got his D.D.S. in 1935 although
he still didn’t have an undergraduate
degree. But he was a lieutenant (j.g.)
in the Navy Reserve, an organization
he had joined 10 years earlier as an
enlisted man.

He had joined because, as a boy, he
had seen a movie “about an old
skipper on a small steamer and I felt

I would like to do that. How young I -

was; I was very impressionable.”

Starting Point

Fisher knows exactly the starting
point of many of his professional
careers. It is as though his early
memories are sorted and set aside in
special trays, like the old bones
around him.

“When I was 8 years old my mother
took me to the Milwaukee Museum
and I saw a natural Peruvian
mummy. £

“That same night she made wieners
and sauerkraut — ruined my taste for
it for years.”

But seeing the mummy set Fisher’s
course toward anthropology, and he
overcame his early, delicate response
to the dead.

Asked to recall one of the most
deeply moving experiences of his life,
Fisher remembered the Christmas
Eve when he had to do seven
autopsies at the Charity Hospital in
New Orleans.

“I was depressed after that,” he
said.

When World War II began, Fisher
was called to active duty in the Navy
as the line officer he was and
assigned to a ship too small to have a
dental officer on board.

Fisher began doing the dental work
his crew needed. When the Navy
realized Fisher was a dentist he was
transferred to the dental corps and
rose to be a rear admiral in 1961. He
served six years as a flag rank
officer.

“Admirals,” said Fisher, thought-

fully. “Not all of 'em are good
company.”

The Navy also fulfilled for Fisher
another ambition that began for him
during that first visit to the
Milwaukee Museum.

He saw a habitat exhibit of an
Eskimo fishing through the ice and
decided he wanted to go to the Arctic.

He was so intent upon going to the
Arctic that he studied meteorology,
passed government examinations to
be a weather observer and received
an appointment — but not to an
Arctic station, so he didn't go.

But the Navy sent him several
times to the Arctic Research Labora-
tory at Point Barrow, Alaska, where
he did research on “energy metabol-
ism of Arctic mammal tissues.”

For all of his several careers,
Fisher may be best known in the
scientific community for his studies
of energy metabolism in dental
tissues.

“But now,” he said, “when this
room is empty I'll consider my job is
done.”

Final Report

Fisher, a man whose dignified

bearing would be prized by a

Supreme Court justice, looked around

the room where several trays of old
human bones await his final report.

In one tray lie some of the bones of
“four individuals” found in a gravel
pit near Turin in Monona County in
western Iowa.

There is the skull Fisher says is
that of a male who died at about age
30 some 4,080 years ago.

Probably he had died too soon to
have ever considered how young he
once had been, how impressionable.

But for Fisher the scientist, the
bones have no emotional content.

“Oh, no,” he said, “I'm interested in
people as biological creatures.”

Fisher led the way out of the room,
locking two doors behind him.

The skull looked faintly surprised
that eternity already had lasted so
long and seemed to have so long yet
to run.
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OBITUARY

1993
38-142

ALTON K. FISHER
19051991

ANTHROPOL OGIST

Journal of the Plains Anthropological Society

Piiee Andhnpubght Vel 4, S 542 pp. 10194, 00

Alton K. Fisher 101

The obituary of Alton Fisher published in the journal Plains Anthrpologist, February 1993, v 38-142, emphasizes his
anthropological career and accomplishments. The full 4-page obituary is in the appendix.

The steamer ships Charles S. Neff and Sidney O. Neff

The new steel steamer CHARLES S. NEFF built by the
Jenks Ship Building Co., for Samuel S. Neff & Sons of
Milwaukee, was successfully launched at 2:10 this
afternoon at the Company's yard of Black River. The
launch was to have taken place some time ago, but the
delay was caused by the loss the company sustained in
the recent fire which partially destroyed the plant. She
will be used in the salt trade on Lake Michigan; together
with other boats of the fleet. Her dimensions are: 215
feet overall, 200 feet keel by 38 x 12. There will be two
boilers 11 x 12 feet with 125 pounds pressure. They will
supply steam for a fore and aft compound engine 22 by
44 inches, with a stroke of 30 inches. The NEFF is
valued at $100,000.

Port Huron Daily Times
Wednesday, June 5, 1901

Steam screw CHARLES S. NEFF. U. S. No. 127547. Of

992 tons gross; 800 tons net. Built Port Huron, Mich.,

1901. Home port, Milwaukee, Wis. 200.0 x 38.0 x 11.6
Merchant Vessel List, U. S., 1901

The first steel boat built and owned by the Samuel Neff & Sons Transportation Company was named after Samuel
Neff’s son Charles Samuel Neff. The boat was launched on 5 June 1901 when its namesake was 30 years old.
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7 .
The 200’ freighter Charles S. Neff in port in Milwaukee in 1901, soon after delivery from Jenks shipbuilding. The
ship is fully loaded with logs. The N on the smokestack stands for Neff & Sons. Photo from the State Historical
Society of Wisconsin.

The Charles S. Neff on Lake Michigan. The walls of the upper forecastle pilot house have been removed. The ship
is fully steam powered: the “masts” are not for sails, but are cranes to lift cargo such as lumber and barrels of salt
from the hull. The Neff hauled salt from Luddington Michigan to the Morton Salt Works in Chicago, along with other
cargoes. Charles S. Neff as the “desk man” had to calculate what cargo was best suited to which boat, and when to
buy, repair and sell the ships. In 1917 the Neff was sold to a Canadian company that renamed her the Serpentine.
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The steel steamer, Charles S. Neff.
Captain Samuel Neff painted and drew many of his boats as a hobby, even when photography was available. His
drawing of the Charles S. Neff must have been made between 1901 when she was launched and 1904 when he
died. Compare to the photo above. The drawing shows a boat fully loaded and riding low in the water, as a captain
would like to see. The photo above shows the boat riding higher.

- - .- ) -
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The steamer Sidney 0. Né named for Cptann Orrin e (186-1907), Charles Samuel Neff's brother. The
photo shows a typical log load stacked on the open deck.
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Charles S. Neff composed a story about the cargoes his ships carried. He dictated it to his daughter Marce Neff, who
published it as an article in the Milwaukee Journal where she worked as a reporter. This article is lifted from her book
By Paddle-Wheel, Sail and Steam.

The “Iron Men in Wooden Ships”

They Sail The Lakes No More

In the 1930s, the Milwaukee Journal published a
story with the headline quoted above. The story told of the
cargoes lake freighters once carried, as remembered by
Charles S. Neff, and as written by the author of this book:

They were cargoes that today make quaint reading.
At least 22 types of cargoes reached a peak of popularity in
those days and then slipped from their heyday into limbo.
Except in old logs you never hear of those cargoes.

Consider cobblestones. The iron shod feet of horses
and mules needed some rough material so that they could
draw the cars on Milwaukee and Chicago streets. Much of
this stone was brought from the shores of Lake Superior
and Lake Huron and from northern Lake Michigan. Mil-
lions of pebbles were once shipped in bags from Jackfish,
Ont., and consigned to the steel mills where they were used
in grinding.

A large fleet of schooners used to carry cordwood
and maple slabs. All Milwaukee burned wood in cook stoves
and in heating homes. Slabs were used by the brick yards to
bake the brick. Factories burned slab for steam and the
packers to smoke their hams. Roofing gravel capped every
well built home once upon a time. The gravel was found
plentifully on the shores of the Great Lakes and the
smallest of schooners used to edge close to shore and the
crew would load the ship. Racine point once produced much

of this gravel.

Most of the oldtime steamboats used wood to get up
steam, and at night they made a brilliant display of
fireworks against the sky. The Goodrich Transportation Co.
had its woodyard at Manitowoc and a fleet of chartered
schooners brought the wood from the lumber mills to the
docks. Glen Haven, Mich., Mackinac island and St. Clair
had similar wood docks.

Ice vessels had a glorious heyday while pure ice
was in demand. Twelve vessels used to ply between Stur-
geon Bay and Chicago carrying ice. The Ellen Williams, a
spirited three-masted schooner, was long in this trade.
Some of the ice barges looked like Noal’s arks, and the
Hudson river ice barges had picturesque windmills on deck
to pump out the ‘shrinkage’ of the cargo as the ice melted.

When the ice houses flourished the sawdust trade
kept scores of other vessels occupied. Much of the sawdust
came from the east shore of Lake Michigan and was
consigned to lower Lake Michigan. The stuff was coarse—
something like sand—and it completely filled the vessels’
holds.

One of the lightest—and sweetest—of all the early
day loads was bailed hay. It was shipped from Manitowoc,
Kewaunee and nearby ports and sent to lumber camps all
over the district. Milwaukee took some of the hay for horse
feed. The street railroad company was one of the biggest
users.

Remember the old fashioned grindstone? This, too,
was a good trade. Schooners got a full load of grindstones
from Grindstone City, Mich., and distributed them to most
of the Great Lakes ports. The John Pritzlaff Hardware Co.,
ordered these grindstones by the ton.

On the shores of Lake Superior huge blocks of red
sandstone were carved out, loaded upon schooners and
shipped to supply the building trade. The old courthouse in
Milwaukee is of this grindstone. The alabaster trade also
had a brief reign. The stone came from the shore of Saginaw
bay and all the buildings of the world fair in Chicago in the
nineties were coated with it.

Most picturesque (or so it seems today) were the
small vessels that carried camp supplies up and down the
lakes. Wisconsin once ranked first in the production of
lumber, and the vessel carried horses, oxen, hay, prunes,
molasses, barreled pork and beef, flour and feed, coffee, cant

hooks, axes and clothing to lumber camps.

To speak of lumber to any old timer is to conjure up
long, golden days of romance in commerce. Muskegon,
Mich., once had 62 sawmills. Hundred of schooners, barges
and steamers were in the lumber trade. One steamer had 10
barges in tow in the Saginaw-Lake Erie trade.

Lumber drew scores of lesser trades to it. Deal
lumber was carried by schooners from Lake Michigan and
Lake Superior to Kingston, Ont. There the lumber was
made into rafts and sent to Montreal, and from there to
England. One firm was in this specialized trade for 75
years.

Log towing was carried on extensively. Schooners
and steamers also carried full loads of shingles, and for a
time quantities of California redwood were taken by rail to
Duluth and then sent by water to Buffalo.

Another fragrant load was cedar. Many boats car-
ried cedar to Chicago, where the wood was used for paving
blocks. Railroads used cedar cross ties and telegraph poles
were hewn of cedar. The cedar came from forests in northern
Michigan. It took 15 to 20 men to load and unload the
telegraph poles, 40 and 60 feet in length.

Fat men used to be asked to jump up and down on the
piles of tan bark, stripped from hemlock trees that scores of
vessels took to the tanneries in Milwaukee, Chicago, Racine
and Kenosha. The bark was used in tanning hides and was
packed tightly so that there would be no air spaces.

Two Rivers, Wisc., received thousands of logs by
barge, and from them were fashioned wooden pails, tool
handles and a thousand other articles. One of the favorite
trades was that of cull lumber. The crew of the hookers—two
men—would go to the lumber yards and buy odds and ends
at several dollars a thousand—and made a profit selling it
to box factories. As logs went through the mill one end
might be rotten; the plank would be short. It became a
“cull.”

Another romantie, picturesque and fragrant trade
was that of Christmas trees. Twelve vessels were in this
trade at one time. Usually the vessels tied up at the dock
and there sold off their cargoes. In Milwaukee for many
years the holiday season was not complete for children until
Santa Claus and the Christmas tree boat had been visited.

It is somehow significant, perhaps, that sentiment
kept this trade alive many years after commerce had
doomed all the others.
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Memorials and obituaries

L‘ake Veteran,
Neff, Is Dead

S‘hip.Owr}er, Formerly of
Milwaukee, Succumbs

at Cleveland, Ohio

Charles S. Neff, 70, a former Mil-
waukee ship owner and operator,
died of a heart attack Tuesday at
Cleveland, Ohio, where he had lived
nine years.

Mr. Neff was bred to the sea. He
was born in 1870 in Oshkosh, Wis.,
where his father, Samuel, operated
a fleet of vessels serving the Fox
River valley region. £

As Charles Neff grew up, he and
his father inaugurated a fleet which
plied the Great Lakes. This became
the Neff Transportation Co., with
offices in the old Pabst building,
At one time, the firm was
the b1ggest owners andse;
vessels on the lakes, h jvmg 43 s

. He watched, too; duriﬁ'g“’che days |

Harold Neff, 52,

Dies in Alabama

Harold H. Neff, 52. a former
Oshkosh man, died at Mobile, Ala.,
at 1:30 p.m. Sunday.

He was born July 30, 1901 in
Milwaukee. In Mobile he operated
the Neff Transportation Company
with his brother, Charles Neff." The
brother and a sister, Mrs. A. K.
Fisher, Iowa City, Ia., are the only
survivors.

The body will arrive in Oshkosh
this evening and funeral arrange-
ments have been tentatively set
for 2 p.m. Wednesday. Burial will
be in Riverside Cemetry. Spiks
& McDonald Funeral Home will be
in charge.

OSHKOSH DAILY NORTHWESTERN
MARCH 16, 1954

~ Carried Lugihe:, :
That was the'era whe:
forests of northern Wisc
the Michigan perﬁ}nsula.
viding many of the sinew:
development of the-
American nation. The decl
Neff line vessels were ¢
with lumber. Other cargot
malt, iron ore and grain.
- Mr. Neff’s knowledge and mem- |
ory of ships were phenomenal. On
the bluff at Whitefish Bay, where
he had his home on Lake dr., a
crow’s nest was erected. There Mr.
Neff would stand with a telescope, |-
watching the ships. He knew them |
all by sight and would name them
while they were still only specks to‘
the naked eye. >

that fog rolled over the bay, im-|
periling the ships, and several times
gave the first alarm to the coast
guard when a vessel went aground.

Mr. Neff was fond of ship pic-
tures, of which he possessed a large
number. Logs of the old vessels
were retained and Mr., Neff was|:
consulted, on occasion, by persons
interested in the brave sailing days
on the inland waters. *

I

Charles Samuel Neff (1870-1940) obitdéry from the Milwaukee Journal about June 26, 1940.

Iowa City Press-Citizen (Iowa City, lowa)

Marcelia
Fisher, 100

Marcelia “Marcy” Coad Neff
Fisher, 100, of 701 Oaknoll Drive,
died Sunday, March 30, 2003, at
Oaknoll Retirement Residence
after a brief illness.

Memorial services will begin at
3 pm. Saturday at the Oaknoll
Retirement  Residence, 701
Oaknoll Drive with the Rev. Mel
Schlachter officiating. Burial of her
cremated remains will take place
at a later date in Oshkosh, Wis.

In lieu of flowers, memorials
may be made to the lowa Chapter
of the Nature Conservancy, 303
Locust Street, Suite No, 402, Des
Moines, lowa 50309

Lensing Funeral & Cremation
Service 1s in charge of arrange-
ments.

Moved to Cleveland

In the World war the Neff fleet |

was large and busy. The depres-
sion brought a lull to lake shipping
here. Nine years ago, Mr. Neff
moved to Cleveland, where he con-

ducted a ship brokerage business |,
with his sons, Charles, jr., and Har- |
old H. 1
| He also is survived by his wife, |
Mary, and a daughter, Mrs. Mar-|-
a member of The|:

celia Fisher,
Journal staff.

A thirty-second degree Mason, |’
Mr. Neff was a member of the In-|:

dependence lodge, F. and A. M.

®bituarg

NEFF — Funeral services for
Charles S. Neff, formerly of Osh-
kosh, who died at Cleveland, O.,

| were held Thursday afterncon at
*1-30 o'clock at Riverside cemetery.
{ Commitment rites were conducted
, by Oshkosh lodge. No. 27, of
; Masons. Members of the Masonic
i iraternuty senved as pallbearers
+ They were Robert Jones, Richard

Weber., George Finch., Fred
Sanders, George Oleson and A L.
. Nelson. The bedy was accom-

'panied here on the Chicago &
| Northwestern railroad by M-
 Neffs  sen-in-law., Dr. Alion
Fisher, of Milwaukee. Other rela-

nul of 1.0 ¢.iv were Mr. and Mrs.
W, W, Neff. Freepert, 110 Luc us
O. Neff, Woutoma: and \nr<. Qilo
Rune ond son ond daughier, of
Waugwatoea

e

{1ves wno were 1n sttendance {rm'

Obituaries for the three children of Charles Samuel Neff: Harold Henry Neff (1901-1954), Marcella Coad Neff
(1902-2003), and Charles Samuel Neff Jr. (1908-2002).



Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (WI)

April 3, 2003
Edition: Final
Section: B News
Page: 99

Fisher, Marcelia "Marcy"
Article Text:

Fisher, Marcelia "Marcy" 100, of 701 Oaknoll Drive, lowa City, died Sunday, March 30,
2003 at Oaknoll Retirement Residence following a brief iliness. Burial of her cremated
remains will take place in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made
to the lowa Chapter of the Nature Conservancy, 303 Locust Street, Ste #402, Des Moines,
lowa 50309. Online condolences can be sent to the family at www_lensingfuneral.com
Marcelia was born December 30, 1902, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, the daughter of Charles
Samuel Sr., and Mary Kate Coad Neff. Marcy graduated from the University of Wisconsin in
1924 with a BA in Journalism and later attended the Milwaukee-Downer Seminary. She
was united in marriage to Alton Fisher, the former head of Oral Pathology at the University
of lowa College of Dentistry on August 15, 1931 in Williams Bay, Wisconsin. She had
worked as a staff reporter for the Milwaukee Journal for many years and later worked for
the lowa State Historical Society. Marcy, her husband and her brother Charles made a
substantial contribution of original Maritime materials to The Maritime Collection in
Milwaukee.

Marcelia "Marcy" Coad Neff Fisher, 100, of 701 Oaknoll Dr., died Sunday, March 30, 2003,
in Oaknoll Retirement Residence following a brief illness.

Memorial services: 3 p.m. Saturday, April 12, Oaknoll Retirement Residence, 701 Oaknoll
Dr., by the Rev. Mel Schlachter. Burial of her cremated remains will take place at a later
date in Oshkosh, Wis. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the lowa Chapter of
the Nature Conservancy, 303 Locust St., Suite 402, Des Moines, |A 50309. Online
condolences can be sent to the family at www.lensingfuneral.com

Marcelia was born Dec. 30, 1902, in Milwaukee, Wis., the daughter of Charles Samuel Sr.
and Mary Kate Coad Neff. Marcy graduated from the University of Wisconsin in 1924 with a
B.A. in journalism and later attended the Milwaukee-Downer Seminary. She was united in
marriage to Alton Fisher, the former head of Oral Pathology at the University of lowa
College of Dentistry, on Aug. 15, 1931, in Williams Bay, Wis. She had worked as a staff
reporter for the Milwaukee Journal for many years and later worked for the lowa State
Historical Society.

Mrs. Fisher moved to lowa City in 1949 and was a member of Trinity Episcopal Church,
DAR and the N.N. Book Club. She particularly enjoyed writing, even in her later years.
Among her works was a book entitled Paddle-Wheel, Sail & Steam, Able Neff & Nephews,
Captains Ed, Will & Sam, 1850-1969.

Marcelia is survived by her cousins, John and wife Darlyne Neff of lowa City, and their
sons, Paul and Jim, Lucy Kittrick of Washington and Carolyn Clemmer of California.

She was preceded in death by her husband and two brothers, Harold Henry Neff and
Charles Neff.

Copyright (c) 2003 Cedar Rapids Gazette
Record Number: 1218456

Marcelia ""Marcy” Coad
Neff Fisher, 100, of 701 Oak-
noll Dr., died Sunday, March
30, 2003, in Oaknoll Retirement
Residence following a brief ill-
ness.

Memorial services: 3 p.m.
Saturday, April 12, Oaknoll Re-
tirement Residence, 701 Oak-
noll Dr., by the Rey. Mel
Schlachter. Burial of her cre-
mated remains will take place
at a later date in Oshkosh, Wis.
In lieu of flowers, memorials
may be made to the Iowa Chap-
ter of the Nature Conservancy,
308 Locust St., Suite 402, Des
Moines, 1A 50309. Online con-
dolences can be sent to the
family at www.lensingfuner-
al.com

Marcelia was born Dec. 30,
1902, in Milwaukee, Wis., the
tdaughter of Charles Samuel Sr,
and Mary Kate Coad Neff. Mar-
cy graduated from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin in 1924 with
a B.A. in journalism and later
attended the Milwaukee-Down-
er Seminary. She was united in
marriage to Alton Fisher, the

former head of Oral Pathology
at the University of lowa Col-
lege of Dentistry, on Aug. 15,
1931, in Williams Bay, Wis. She
had worked as a staff reporter
for the Milwaukee Journal for
many years and later worked
for the Jowa State Historical
Society.

Mrs. Fisher moved to lowa
City in 1949 and was a member
of Trinity Episcopal Church,
DAR and the N.N. Book Club.
She particularly enjoved writ-
ing, even in her later years.
Among her works was a book
entitled Paddle-Wheel, Sail &
Steam, Able Neff & Nephews,
Captains Ed, Wil & Sam,
1850-1969.

Marcelia is survived by her
cousins, John and wife Darlyne
Neff of lowa City, and their
sons, Paul and Jim, Lucy Kit-
trick of Washington and Caro-
lyn Clemmer of California.

She was preceded in death
by her husband and two broth-
ers, Harold Henry Neff and
Charles NefT.

Obituaries for Macelia Code Neff transcribed from the Milwaukee Journal, a newspaper for which she worked as a
reporter from the late 1920s until World War 1l in 1942. The second obituary (below and to the right) is from the
lowa City Press Citizen and the Cedar Rapids lowa Gazette, April 3, 2003, page 14. After the war in 1949 Marce
and her husband Alton Fisher settled in lowa City where he was a professor of oral pathology. Marce spent much of
her time in lowa working for the State Historical Society and writing about history.
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DEATHS
Alton Fisher, 85

Services for Dr. Alton K.
Fisher will begin at 11 a.m.
Saturday at Trinity Episcopal
Church, with burial at a later date
in the Riverside Cemetery in Os-
hkosh, Wis. The Rev. Jason
Parkin will officiate.

Dr. Fisher, 85, of 701 Oaknoll
Drive, professor emeritus of oral
pathology, died Wednesday at
Mercy Hospital after a long ill-
ness.

The body has been cremated.
Donohue-Lensing funeral home is
in charge of arrangements.

In lieu of flowers, memorial
donations will go to the Dr. Alton
K. Fisher Memorial Fund in care
of the University of lowa Foun-
dation.

Dr. Fisher was born Nov. 1,
1905, in Abrams, Wis., the son
of Fred Ward and Edith K. Kindt
Fisher. He married Marcelia
“‘Marcy'’ Neff Aug. 15, 1931, in
Williams Bay, Wis.

He attended the University of
Wisconsin and earned his degree
in dentistry from Marquette Uni-
versity School of Dentistry. He
earned his bachelor’s degree from
Loyola University in 1948 and
attended graduate school at Tul-
ane University.

He was a professor and head of
the department of oral pathology
at the University of Iowa in 1949-
74. He continued to be active in
the College of Dentistry for the
next 17 years as professor eme#
ritus. He was a professor of
pathology at Loyola University in

John Rehbehn, 85

New Orleans in 1947-49.

He was an archacologist and
served as assistant curator to the
Milwaukee Public Museum. He
taught archaeology at the UI Col-
lege of Liberal Arts in 1949-90.
He was awarded the Governor’s
Outstanding Volunteer Award in
1985 for his service assisting in
the state archaeologist office. He
served from 1976 to 1985.

He was a U.S. Navy veteran
and served during World War II.
He was a member of Trinity
Episcopal Church and In-
dependence Masonic Lodge No.
80 in Milwaukee. He was active
in many professional and scien-
tific organizations.

Survivors include his wife of

TIowa City; one sister, Ruth Fisher
Flynn of Waukesha, Wis.; one
brother-in-law, Charles Neff of
Towa City; and cousins John Neff

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Tuesday, December 17, 1907 | Milwaukee, Wisconsin | Page: 4

of lowa City and Lucy Neff
Kittrick of Squim, Wash.

John W. Rehbehn, 85, for-
merly of West Liberty and Dur-
ant, died Thursday at the Lu-
theran Home in Muscatine after a
long illness.

Services are pending at the
West Liberty Chapel of the
Barker Funeral Home.

Marjorie Scott, 89

Marjorie Lawler O’Rourke
Scott, 89, of Cedar Rapids died
Wednesday at Mercy Medical
Center in Cedar Rapids after a
short illness.

1 L E .
Capt. SQmuol Nent Pcueln'Amy at

YESSEL OWXNER DIES.

y - Jlome.

Capt. Sidney O “Neft, nged 44, 8 prom-
inent vessel owner of Milwaukee and a
-son of ‘thie late Capt. Samuel Neff, died
last night after a month's illuess, at
his home, 2910 Wells-st. The funeral
will be held Thursdey afternoon at 2,
under the direction of Independent lodgo
No. 80, F. & A. M.

Lupt. Neff was born at Oshkosh, Wis.,
aud sniled the lakes from his boyhood
until aftec the death of his father, four

Milwaukee real eatnte. Capt.’ Nelf is
survived by a wife nnd three sons,

. Ms. Lucy Neff

Services ‘for- Mrs. Lucy Neff,
89, widow of a Great Lakes ship
captain, will be held at 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday at the.Brett funeral
home} 2001 W. “Wisconsin av.
Cremation will" be at vamaua
cemetery

‘M.t: Neff dxed Sundav at the
home of a son, Samuel O. Neff,
2443 N. 69th st.,, Wauwatosa: She
had hved there the last. .two
months. ’

Her husband was Capt. Sidney
O. Neff. who died in 1907. He
had owneq a fleet of Great Lakes
ships. - '

| “Mrs. Neff, who came to Mil-

vears ago, ‘He was heavily mterested in SO
a line of freighters ylu at || Besides her son. Samuel, she
(Takes. - He was 4 ecp'Iv—"Em' fel‘ektﬁ fnfllis survived by two other sons,

waukee in 1890, was graduated;
from- the old Oshkosh Normal
school; now Wisconsin State col-
lege, Oshkosh. She taught at the
Dover Street school here many
vears ago.

Mrs. Neff was a2 member of
Grand- Avenue Congregational
church. She was a past matron
of Bethany chapter. Order of the
Eastern Star. and = past president
of Ladies of Ivanhoe command-
ery.

J. Byron, Wauwatosa, and Lud-
us_ Sidpey, Milwaukee.

Left to right, obituary for Alton K. Fisher (1905- 1991

), husband of Marcella Coad Neff. Obituaries of Capt. Sidney

Orrin Neff (1863-1907) and his wife Lucy Jane Olcott (Neff, 1865-1955). The Lucy Neff obituary is from the

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel from 16 August 1955.

The Oshkosh Northwestern (Oshkosh, Wisconsin) - 22 Feb 1904, Mon - Page 1
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rRlES SU'C'DE Neff. The remains will be brought here
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hal History From the | — e

Obituary of Charles Samuel Neff’s father Capt. Samuel Neff ‘Sam” (1é42-1904).
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The graves of Charles S. Neff, his parents Sam and Marcelia, wife Kate, sons Harold and Charles Jr., daughter
Marce Neff Fisher and her husband Alton Fisher. All are in the Samuel Neff plot at Riverside cemetery in Oshkosh.
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The gray granite stone is the grave of Captain Sidney Orrin Neff (1863-1907), son of Captain Samuel Neff (1842-
1904) and brother of Charles S. Neff (1870-1940). Sidney Neff is buried with his wife Lucy Jane Olcott (Neff),
Samuel Olcott Neff, and his wife Ester Ann Johnson (Neff). The brown granite stone is for Captain Sidney Orrin
Neff’s other son John Byron Neff and his son Orrin Neff. They are buried in the Forest Home cemetery in Oshkosh.
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Appendix: Obituary of Alton K. Fisher published in the Plains Antropologist

OBITUARY

ALTON K. FISHER
1905-1991

Alton K. Fisher, D.D.S., died on October 9,
1991. He had contributed to North American ar-
chacology and biological anthropology from 1927
through 1990. In his lifctime Alton influenced a
wide range of students and colleagues and made
substan tial research contributions in archacology,
osteology, and dental science.

Bom in Abrams, Wisconsin, Alton studied as
an undergraduate at the University of Wisconsin
(Madison). In 1927 he began working for the
Milwaukee Public Museum as an assistant to Will
C. McKem. A close, life-long fricndship devel-
oped betwe en the two researchers. They worked
together at excavations throughout Wisconsin, in-
cluding the especially important Trempealeau
County and Vernon County excavations which
defined formal characteristics of Hopewell in the
Upper Mississippi Valley an d determined Wood-
land and Oneota temporal relationships through
stratified deposits. While Alton’s duties eventu-
ally included directing the ficld work, his major
laboratory responsibilities at the Milwaukee Pub-
lic Museum centered on paleopathology. He con-
ducted extensive research on human skeletal
remains from archacological contexts and publish-
ed several landmark reports on the osteological
and dental characteristics of Wisconsin Indians.

Alton wrote that ““In 1930 I proposed to the
curator of my department, W. C. McKern, that it
might be helpful to attempt to apply a Linnacan
type of classification of cultural characteristics to
the increasing diversity of traits that were bei ng
revealed by our archacological field work. Our
discussions, and McKern’s specific cfforts, during
the next two years led to the first formulation of

what was eventually to become the Midwestern
Taxonomic System’ (Fisher n.d.:2). Alton pre-
sented detailed descriptions ofthe development of
the Midwestern Taxonomic System at the Second
Indianapolis Conference (1986) and the Midwest
Archacological Conference (1987). Unfortu-
nately, these papers have not yet been published.

Because the Great Depression made job pros-
pects in anthropology appear unlikely, at least in
Milwaukee, Alton enrolled in the Marquette Uni-
versity School of Dentistry, receiving the D.D.S.
degree in 1935, His career shifted toward research
a nd teaching in oral pathology, and on studies of
energy metabolism in dental pulp and periodontal
tissues. After teaching at Marquette and Loyola
(New Orleans), in 1949 he was appointed profes-
sor and department head in oral pathology at the
Universi ty of lowa School of Dentistry, a position
he held until 1974. He spent five scasons conduct-
ing research on arctic mammal tissues at the Naval
Arctic Research Laboratory in Point Barrow,
Alaska. His involvement with the U.S. Navy
spanned the years 1925-1967, from his enlistment
as Seaman 2nd Class in the Naval Reserve through
promotions, transfer to the Dental Corps, and
eventual retirement as a Rear Admiral.

During his tenure in the University of lowa
School of Dentistry, Alton maintained his strong
interest in archacology and physical anthropology.
He held the position of Research Associate in
Anthropology at the Milwaukee Public Museum,
spendi ng the summer of 1950 at the muscum
conducting studies of dental caries and other
pathological conditions represented in its skeletal
collections. From 1950 through 1952, he helped

Plains Anthropologist Vol. 38, No. 142, pp. 101-104, 1993
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This scholarly obituary was published in the journal Plains Anthrpologist, February 1993, v 38-142.
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strengthen the University of Towa’s anthropology
program by working with David Stout in organiz-
ing a fund for archacological research and helping
to bring the Human Relations Area Files to cam-
pus. Alton conducted physical anthropological
work from 1957 to 1960 with the Mesquakie Indi-
ans of Tama, lowa, funded by the National Insti-
tutes of Health. He also served on the Mesquakie
Indian Scholarship Committee administered by
the University of Chicago. A founding member
and organizer of the Jowa Archeological Society
in 1951, Alton stayed active in statc and local
archacological activities during and after his ten-
ure in the oral pathology department.

When he retired in 1974, Alton devoted enor-
mous energy once again to studies of paleopathol-
ogy, this time in a strictly volunteer capacity as
physical anthropologist in the Office of the State
Archacologist at The University of Iowa. Crisis
situations at several burial sites in the early and
mid-1970s led to passage in 1976 of the first state
statute which explicitly required both scientific
examination and reburial of ancient human re-
mains. While recognizing the ultimate loss to scien
ce of reburied skeletal remains, Alton firmly be-
lieved that a great amount of useful bioanthro-
pological data never would have been collected in
the absence of the reburial law. The requirement
for scientific examination kept him involved with
skelet al studies as long as his health permitted. He
taught human osteology from 1977 through 1987
(he held an adjunct professorship in the Depart-
ment of Anthropology) and wrote over 100 tech-
nical reports, including 20 or so forensic reports
for Iowa law enforcement agencies. The fees
charged for forensic services permitted acquisition
of some laboratory materials and supplies, but
much of the osteology laboratory was built
through Alton’s personal contributions.

Alton, who was highly respected by Indians
in and around Iowa, showed colleagues and stu-
dents that the reburial compromise could work for
those on both sides of the issue. The collected
information is useful for paleopathological and
populat ion studies and for the individual age and
sex identifications and determinations of cultural
affiliation which are important to the Indians in-
volved in Iowa reburials. Of course, an *‘essential
tension’’ exists between the ideals of maximum

Vol. 38, No. 142, 1993
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study on the one hand and the quickest possible
reburial on the other. Alton understood the situ-
ation and was always completely honest and open
about the work he conducted. His studies contrib-
uted greatly to the corpus of knowledge of Towa’s
ancient peoples. Other than Elizabeth Glenn's
study of Oneota crania, his was the first and only
substantive human osteological work conducted in
Towa until his students and associates began assist-
ing him and eventually assumed the burden of
work in the late 1980s. That we know so much
about several hundred sets of now-reburied skele-
tal remains is due to Alton’s unselfish and uncom-
pensated efforts over fifteen years. That the
reburial program continues with widespread sup-
port is due to his legacy of careful and professional
work.

Recognitions and awards Alton received in-
clude the Wisconsin Archeological Socicty’s
Lapham Medal for Distinguished Anthropological
Research (1946), the lowa Academy of Science’s
Distinguished lowa Scientist Award (1982), and
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the Towa Archeol ogical Society’s Keyes-Orr
Award (1986). His service with the Office of the
State Archacologist led to his receipt in 1985 of
the Towa Governor’s Outstanding Volunteer
Award,

Alton’s sharp intellect, keen recall, and dry
wit were evident to all of his students and col-
leagues, especially as demand increased for his
reminiscences of carly 20th-century Wisconsin
archacology. His popular presentations in La
Crosse, I owa City, and elsewhere during the
1980s, which drew upon unique personal involve-
ment with McKem and other pioneers, were illus-
trated by scores of tinted glass slides copied from
the Milwaukee Public Muscum archives. Alton
reminded the current crop of midwestern archae-
ologists that they were part of a long tradition of
scientific work and that the records and experi-
ences of earlier practitioners contained material of
value to modern workers. One example is his 1987
article on a petroglyph alm ost certainly carved by
amemberof McKem's 1928 field party in western
Wisconsin. Although referred to as a prehistoric
solstice marker or a Christian cross, Alton care-
fully and persuasively argued that the petroglyph
was the symbol of an early 20 th century crafis
organization to ~hich the field party’s chef be-
longed. He named but did not condemn the perpe-
trator.

In Alton’s last years, health problems forced
him to cut back on traveling and on osteological
work. He spent much time helping his wife Mar-
celia complete a book on her family's history in
the Wisconsin lumbering and shipping business.
He a Iso continued to donate sizeable collections
of scientific books and papers to the Office of the
State Archaeologist.

Colleagues, friends, and students marvelled at
Alton’s depth and breadth of scientific expertise
and at his skill in communicating both the impor-
tance and the joys of his work. We all miss Alton’s
blend of graciousness, humor, and enthusiasm in
the quest for knowledge of human beings past and
present.

NOTE

Photo by the Cedar Rapids Gazette, February,
1973. 1 thank Duane C. Anderson, Shirley J.
Schermer, and Joseph A. Tiffany fortheir valuable

Obituary: Alton K. Fisher

assistance in preparing this obituary.
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Name Index

The name index lists all of the relatives mentioned, treated, or in photographs. It does not list every instance of the
name but is just a guide for more detailed searches. Women are listed under their maiden names with married names in
parentheses. A few places are listed if in Charles Neff’s life. Bold numbers indicate primary sections.

Coad
Etta Drake Coad (1878-1944) 10
Henry Coad (1842-1904) 3
Mary Kate Coad (Neff, 1877-1945) 3,9
Priscilla Hooke Coad (1872-1935) 10
Ellenwood
Benjamin Ellenwood (1813-1896) 3
Marcelia Ellenwood (Neff, 1844-1899)......cccuweemmreermmeeersrneeennns 9
Fisher
Alton Kindt Fisher (1905-1991) 15,21
Klein
Elizabeth Jane Klein (1912-1998) 18
Neff
Abel Neff (1802-1888) 3
Albert Neff (1865-1884) 8
Captain Edwin Marion Neff (1829-1903) ....ccccoumeermmeeerssmeeenanns 8
Captain Samuel Neff (1842-1904) 3
Captain Sidney Orrin Neff (1863-1907) ....coeeerrmeeerrmeeersmeeennnns 3
Captain William Wilberforce Neff (1839-1902.......cccumeveunne. 8
Charles Samuel Neff (1870-1940) 3

Charles Samuel Neff Jr. (1908-2002) 12

Edwin Neff (1829-1903) 3

Harold Henry Neff (1901-1954) 12

Marcelia Coad Neff (Fisher, 1902-2003)....ccccumueerrnneee 3,12,15

Orrin Neff (1798-1882) 3

Samuel Neff (1814-1878) 3
Petran

June Petran (Rankin, 1915-2012) ..oeeermeeeesmeeessmeeensneees 14, 20
Phillips

Cynthia Phillips (Neff, 1808-1887) 7
Rankin

David William Rankin (1944-) 14

Ernest William Rankin (1909-2001) 14
Samuel Neff & Sons, General Freighters on the Great Lakes....3
Thompson

Elizabeth Jane Thompson (Coad, 1840-1922).....cccumueeerrmeeeens 3

Louise Thompson (1886-1969) 20
Wisconsin

Oshkosh 3
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